
Flexible hosting is key to successful 
virtualization and cloud migration

Learning.com
the inside story

COMPANY OVERVIEW
Learning.com is the premier provider of web-delivered curriculum 
solutions for more than four million K–12 students and their 
teachers K–12 in 50 states and a dozen countries. The company 
has a complex IT environment presenting an array of technical 
challenges.

Learning.com in 2011 selected EasyStreet to provide a fully 
managed private cloud at its Beaverton data center and geo-
distant disaster recovery in Phoenix, Arizona. A number of other 
managed-services providers — some larger, some smaller than 
EasyStreet — were candidates in the search.

IT Manager Tom Healy says Learning.com launched the search 
after the previous hosting vendor had difficulty virtualizing the 
company’s web servers, was overly expensive and too rigid in 
matters critical to IT effectiveness.

SPIRIT OF PARTNERSHIP 
“With EasyStreet, we’ve found flexibility in pricing to meet our 
specific needs and a true partner where we can all sit down at a 
table and come up with an engineering design that works for us, 
instead of the usual cookie-cutter offerings that can prove very 
costly,” says Healy, who has about 15 years of solid IT experience. 

“EasyStreet is running at just three-quarters the cost of the 
previous vendor and we’re getting significantly more hardware, 
functionality, features and services for less money.”

“One thing that really struck me about EasyStreet from the start 
was when I would explain our challenges and what we’re trying to 
do, the response I got every time was: ‘How would you like to do 
it?’ as opposed to, ‘This is how we do it and here’s how you’d fit.’ 
That was very telling to me.”

TAKING SQL VIRTUAL
Migrating physical servers to virtual ones was a top priority for 
Learning.com, most importantly to implement clustered SQL 
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performance in a virtualized environment. 

“One of the things EasyStreet proposed out of the gate —
something we absolutely loved — was to set up a lab to test a 
virtual SQL server against a physical one,” Healy recalls. “It was 
great because one of our main SQL guys had had a previous 
horrible experience with virtual SQL and came into this very 
skeptical. We worked together with EasyStreet on the lab, pulled 
real data off of our SQL servers and did the stress testing. At the 
end of the day, our SQL team saw the proof that it worked. That 
never would’ve happened in our previous environment.”

AdVANTAGEOUS PRICING
EasyStreet’s pricing policies also suit Learning.com’s unique 
requirements. “The beauty of the EasyStreet model is that we’re 
billed on our usage on a 30-day period,” Healy explains. “I came 
from a model where I was locked in at $1,100 a month whether I 
used it or not, for a 36-month term. At EasyStreet, if I don’t use it, 
I’m not billed for it.”

“For example, at the start of this school year, we’ve doubled the 
amount of web servers that we’ve ever had in the past,” he says. 
“This is the first year that such a safety net was even an option, 

due to EasyStreet’s flexibility and the nature of our partnership  
with them.”

“Right now, the school year’s going and our system is humming, 
so now we can shut down half of the servers and go back to what 
we’ve used for years and years,” he said. “Then we can turn them 
back on when we get to the end of the school year when our 
volumes go way up and we’ll need that kind of hardware. During 
the summer, I’ll turn the system back down to a trickle because we 
won’t need it. This is the beauty of being billed according to usage.”

COLLABORATIVE EFFORT
With his emphasis on timely communication and deep 
understanding, Healy is especially pleased with the opportunity 
to meet in person with EasyStreet’s management and technical 
teams. “This relationship is successful because of the collaborative 
effort, sitting around a room and white-boarding everything,” he 
says. “The great part of being local is being able to sit across a 
table and hash stuff out.”

“Even if there’s nothing going on at the moment, just to be able to 
check in and find out if there are any questions or concerns shows 
me this is a real partnership, night and day over what we had 
before,” he adds. “It just proves to me and to the whole team here 
that in choosing EasyStreet we made the right choice.”

Founded in 1995, EasyStreet is Oregon’s most trusted locally-headquartered 
Infrastructure-as-a-Service provider. EasyStreet helps its customers create a 
flexible computing infrastructure to improve — and protect — the way they  
do business. EasyStreet has built HIPAA-compliant private clouds and is  
SSAE 16 Type II audited.
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“EasyStreet is running at just three-quarters the cost of the 
previous vendor and we’re getting significantly more hardware, 
functionality, features and services for less money.”


